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2019 Year in Review	
2019	has	been	an	exciting	year	in	the	history	of	the	Perth	and	District	Community	Foundation,	with	an	
increase	in	our	endowment	fund	we	were	be	able	to	fund	a	greater	number	of	projects	and	address	
emerging	opportunities.	New	partnership	opportunities	with	the	private	sector	and	the	federal	
government	has	increased	the	profile	of	the	community	foundation	and	will	provide	additional	financial	
resources	to	community	groups	in	the	County	of	Lanark.	

President’s	Report	–	Jean	Dunning	

2019	has	proved	to	be	a	watershed	year	in	the	development	and	growth	of	our	Community	Foundation.	
Assets	under	management	have	reached	almost	$3	million	thanks	to	donations	in	2019	totalling	over	
$270,000.	With	the	growth	in	the	endowment	fund,	PDCF	provided	grants	and	scholarships	of	over	
$175,000	to	the	community,	bringing	our	total	grants	to	just	under	$1	million	since	2002.	Collaboration	
and	cooperation	are	the	keys	to	success	and	this	past	year,	three	unique	partnerships	were	undertaken.	

	
With	a	generous	grant	from	the	Loblaw	Foundation	and	the	
Community	Foundations	of	Canada,	PDCF	undertook	a	study	
called	Growing	Community	Meals	in	Lanark	County,	with	a	
goal	of	determining	how	best	to	expand	and	improve	the	
community	meal	experiences	in	Lanark	County.		
	The	study	is	an	outgrowth	of	the	Vital	Signs	Report	that	the	
PDCF	spearheaded	in	2017,	which	identified	a	number	of	key	
issues	related	to	transportation	issues,	healthy	eating	and	
loneliness	among	vulnerable	youth,	seniors	and	low-income	
families.		
	

	
PDCF	was	excited	to	host	the	national	Royal	Bank	of	Canada,	
Future	Launch	Community	Challenge,	making	up	to	$15,000	
available	for	youth-led	innovative	projects	in	Lanark	County	that	
addresses	urgent	community	needs.	We	would	like	to	recognize	
the	importance	RBC	has	placed	in	helping	youth	in	rural	areas	to	
access	these	funds.	While	talented	youth	abound	in	Canada,	
access	and	the	opportunity	for	rural	youth	to	access	funding	is	limited.	
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This	past	June,	Community	Foundations	of	Canada	in	cooperation	with	the	Government	of	Canada	
announced	the	Investment	Readiness	Program	to	provide	non-repayable	funds	to	organizations	
preparing	to	successfully	participate	in	the	social	finance	market.	PDCF	is	one	of	regional	partners	
delivering	the	program	on	behalf	of	the	Community	Foundations	of	Canada.	Successful	applicants	will	
get	between	$10,000-$100,000	to	invest	in	their	social	enterprise	and	make	an	even	greater	positive	
change	in	their	community.		
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

Thanks	to	Lana	From,	Chair	of	the	PDCF	Charity	
Committee	and	the	volunteers	who	assisted	with	the	
very	successful	PDCF	Charity	Casino	in	support	of	the	
Perth	Firedawgs	Youth	recreation	program.	Over	$15,000	
was	raised	to	establish	the	Perth	Firedawgs	Endowment	
Fund	to	provide	long	term	financial	support.	
	
PDCF	will	profit	in	our	work	next	year	from	the	lessons	
we	learned	this	past	year;	we	live	in	a	very	generous	and	

caring	community;	creative	partnerships	allow	us	to	get	things	done.		
	
Our	heartfelt	thanks	go	to	Jennifer	Perkins	and	Mark	Fendley	who	have	retired	from	the	Board	after	their	
term	of	service.			
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2019-2020	Approved	Projects	 Description/Project	Purpose	

Stewart	Park	Festival	Youth	Program	 The	program	is	composed	of	3	elements:	a	student	coffee	house,	Be	in	
the	Band	and	Youth	Showcase	

PEP	seniors	social	events	 Goal	is	to	offer	seniors	and	caregiver	an	opportunity	to	socialize	and	
connect	with	peers	in	a	safe	and	friendly	environment		

Plenty	Canada	Wild	Rice	Study	 The	project	is	to	determine	the	adaptability	of	wild	rice	in	disturbed	
habitats	

Lanark	Highland	Youth	Centre-Summer	
excursion	program	

Trips	and	special	events	

Perth	Regional	Heritage	Fair	 A	series	of	school	and	regional	fairs	encouraging	research	and	the	
presentation	of	Canada's	history	

MERA	 Monthly	community	arts,	crafts	and	meals	

Cornerstone	Landing	-	Adele	&	Martin	
Curated	Thrift	

	Adele	&	Martin	Curated	Thrift	is	an	Instagram	boutique	offering	a	
curated	collection	of	awesome,	on	trend	practically	new	clothing	free	
of	charge	to	homeless	and	at-risk	youth	

PDCI	-	Enviro	Kitz	 Enviro	Kitz	will	produce	a	documentary	on	the	local	and	global	impact	
of	single	use	plastic,	produce	Enviro	Kitz	and	screening	the	video	

PDCI-Mindfulness	courses	in	high	school	 Mindfulness	in	Schools	Project	(MiSP)	is	aimed	to	improve	the	lives	to	
young	people	and	their	mental	health	

NLCHC	Mental	Health	First	Aid	Training	-
seniors	

Training	will	build	capacity	of	the	community	at	large	to	identify	and	
respond	to	mental	health	concerns	among	older	adults	and	seniors	

Lanark	County	Community	Justice	
Program	-	Restorative	Families	Program	

The	Restorative	Families	Program	supports	the	reconciliation	of	family	
members	by	providing	ongoing	restorative	family	forums	focusing	on	
LGBTQ+	youth	

Conlon	Bike	Park	Committee	bike	park	 The	bike	park/pump	track	will	be	usable	by	all	age	groups	and	modes	of	
human	propelled	transportation	

The	Table	Community	Garden	bee	
colonies	 The	project	will	establish	2	beehives	and	2	beekeeping	groups	
Plan	B	Charitable	Community	
Organizations	in	the	Lanark	Highlands	

The	project	will	provide	monthly	community	meals	and	expand	the	Jam	
Bee	

Watersheds	Canada	
The	purpose	of	this	proposed	project	is	to	profile	local	farm	
environmental	success	stories	that	will	improve	farm	and	non-farm	
communities.	

Scientists	in	Schools	 To	host	3	community	workshops	where	families	can	explore	hands	on	
discovery	tables	on	STEM	

YAK	youth	services	 To	provide	a	YAK	staff	member	to	the	Perth	library	during	peak	youth	
visitation	times	

Burning	Passions	Theatre	 To	provide	free	tickets	to	low	income	and	socially	marginalized	
individuals	

Lanark	County	Therapeutic	Riding	
Program	

To	provide	transportation	for	rural	youth	to	participate	in	the	Stable	
Thinking	Program	

		 		
		 Total	Grants	$77,206.56	



4	
	

	

Table	One.		Grants	and	scholarship	disbursement	by	sector	for	the	period	2003-2019	

	

2019	Charity	Casino	Sponsors	and	Prize	Donations	in	support	of	the	Perth	Firedawgs!	
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